Peace should be taught
to children from an early age

A look at measures taken by Donya Children Research Institute to promote the culture of peace in Iranian society in order to benefit children
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Donya Children Research Institute

Donya Children Research Institute (DCRI) is an independent Iranian research organization which focuses on early childhood education and development. The DCRI, which was founded in 1994, has so far organized several events and carried out different programs in cooperation with state agencies, fellow non-governmental organizations and international institutes to advance the interests of children.   

Helping develop the quality and quantity of early childhood education has been one of the most important objectives the institute has pursued since its foundation. In 1994 no more than 1.5% of under-seven children in Iran would receive preschool education. As an NGO, the DCRI took a series of measures to sensitize lawmakers and state organizations to the issue (preschool education). On the other hand, it tried to help with staff training, compilation of references and identification of approaches as to how young children should be dealt with. In addition to quantity, the research institute has also tried to pay constant attention to the quality of child education. *
In 1998, the institute set three major principles as its strategic objectives. Ever since, all activities and programs of the institute have revolved around these three principles. 
1. Attention to peace programs

2. Equal and indiscriminate education for all children 

3. Attention to children with special needs

In other words, all experts, officials and representative offices of the institute across the nation have committed themselves to taking account of these principles in developing their programs. Programs based on the culture of peace have taken on a special importance in the activities of the institute since 1998. There are several reasons for the institute to put the question of peace on its agenda. Iran was locked in a large-scale war with a neighbor for eight years. A large volume of national wealth had been spent on the war and there were few sectors unaffected by the conflict. Between 1988, when a cease-fire was called, and 1998 when the institute officially began to focus on peace, the aftermath of war continued to grip the entire country; agencies dealing with children were no exception. Mine-infested fields, fathers who were bearing the scars of war or those who had been released from captivity, reconstruction of areas damaged during the course of the war, the return of internally displaced persons to their hometowns and, most importantly, a legacy of war which was still in the air presented major challenges to small children.
· According to figures released by the government of Iran, under the "Education for All" scheme, more than 25% of children under seven years of age received preschool education in 2005, compared to 1.5% in 1994. 
Since the DCRI was scrambling to protect the rights of children and improve their living conditions, it put forth the idea of peace education in a bid to raise hopes among children and their families as far as life was concerned. 
In 1989, an expert with the institute attended Living Values, a UNESCO-organized workshop in the UK. On the back of the event, different educational workshops were held in Tehran and different cities across Iran. 
Living Values provided the institute with firsthand sources to tap into the potential of teachers, families, and experts working for public and private institutions to promote the fundamental concepts of peace. 

	A Challenge 

In 1989, when the institute offered to place peace on its educational agenda, Iran was still dealing with the aftermath of war. In other words, to some education officials, concentration on peace sounded more like a political agenda. Such an attitude was about to pose a tough challenge to the institute which was not and still is not a political body. Experts of the institute held several meetings with state officials to convince them peace education for children and families was not a political issue. Governments and political groupings may seek to take political decisions in line with national interests; however, training some individuals to work out solutions and set the stage for coexistence with other nations is an objective only educational movements can pursue. To us, peace is not only not a political issue, but one which is linked to humanity and human nature more than anything else. That was why the institute focused on preventive measures and on ways of teaching young children how to communicate, engage in dialog, exercise self-restraint and put their knowledge to practice in later life. When some try to paint a mere political picture of peace, it falls on teachers, instructors and families to engage in dialog over the humanitarian aspect of peace. That was how a challenge with the potential to turn into a threat actually became an opportunity for the institute.  
  


Formation of a peace group 
In early 1998 a group of DCRI experts formed a workgroup to focus on peace-based programs. The group met on a regular basis to work on appropriate approaches to promote peace and advance its agenda. The workgroup focused its efforts, among other things, on:  

· Identification of peace theories in the world 

· Identification of peace-based activities related to children on the international stage 

· Identification of indigenous and international patterns to promote peace and teach it to children and families

· And collection of international documents about peace on different fronts 

The DCRI built on these fundamental studies and on UNESCO-proposed approaches to come up with a broader definition of peace, a definition which does not merely mean absence of hostility or war. In fact, the institute defined peace as living in a society where justice, democracy and freedom prevail. The same three principles were mentioned by Federico Mayor Zaragoza – the then director-general of UNESCO – in his message to mark United Nations Year for Tolerance in 1995. 

As a result, instead of mere concentration on war or its absence, the peace programs of the institute focused on measures to lay the foundation of peace in society. Consequently "Peace should be taught to children from an early age" turned into the motto of the institute and took center stage in its activities. 

 Boycotting Violence Provoking Toys      

In 1999, in cooperation with the Association of Kindergarten Directors and the Tehran Office of UNICEF, the institute launched a program to ban toys which promote violence. It was a symbolic move designed to tell parents that violence should not be taught to children as a solution. Application of weapons is neither a first nor a last solution; rather, children should develop an understanding of the fact that use of force and physical elimination of humans is not a solution. 

To mark World Family Day, a week-long program was implemented in many kindergartens in Tehran and some other cities to collect toys which promote violence. Children who volunteered to turn over such toys would be given a peace medal and different UNICEF gifts. 

The program received widespread coverage in the press. It even made the banner headline of a major morning daily. 

After different national and international media gave coverage to the event, more and more kindergartens across the country threw their weight behind the program. 
World Peace Year and Peace Culture Decade 

Designation of the year 2000 as International Year for the Culture of Peace and subsequent designation of 2001-2010 as the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World saw the activities of the institute gather more momentum on the national stage. The fact that national efforts were in line with an international program helped enable the DCRI to better organize its activities. 
In 2000, the institute began to officially promote and advance its culture of peace programs. 

In the same year, the DCRI tried to widely promote International Year for the Culture of Peace across the country. To that end, on February 14, 2000 a coordinated scheme, involving simultaneous sessions, was implemented in 12 cities – Tehran, Rasht, Karaj, Qazvin, Sari, Kermanshah, Hamedan, Shiraz, Kish, Ahvaz, Abadan and Mashad – across the country. More than 6,000 representatives from public and private institutions, experts and teachers attended the meetings. 
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PHOTO: A meeting in Rasht to promote International Decade for a Culture of Peace 
Organization of such meetings by an NGO and concentration on the culture of peace was one of the biggest initiatives taken on a national scale. 

Besides, the institute held several sessions with the press to promote International Decade for a Culture of Peace. 
Statement on the Culture of Peace 
Since its inception, the peace group of the institute sought to draw up a document for teachers and parents. The move was meant to draw attention to the principles of the culture of peace. The group put together a 15-point statement which was distributed in March 2000 after securing the approval of the DCRI board of directors. 

The statement deals with issues such as the rights of the child, human rights, the rights of women, disabled individuals and minorities, as well as protection of the environment and cultural heritage. More than 30,000 copies of the statement have been distributed to various groups so far.  

Most national newspapers and provincial publications ran the statement which was later published and distributed by different groups. Shortly afterwards, many teachers working for education institutes and research organizations began to hold up the statement as a charter detailing ways of dealing with children. The statement clearly maps out the ways of preparing children for living in a world of which coexistence and cooperation are a hallmark. 
Council for the Development of the Culture of Peace 

After the distribution of the statement, the DCRI took another initiative. It sent the document to different NGOs across the country and urged them to subscribe to its provisions. Thirty-two non-governmental agencies signed the Statement on the Culture of Peace in October 2000. That led to the establishment of the Council for the Development of the Culture of Peace. The council brings together NGOs which view the culture of peace as a strategy in working out their programs. It meets on a regular basis to make planning as far as peace programs are concerned. In addition to its fundamental objective to promote peace, the council also embarks on: 

· Mapping out the principles of the culture of peace for society, particularly for officials working for private and public institutions 

· Encouraging different organizations to implement peace-based schemes on an organizational scale 
· Offering consulting services on the culture of peace to different research and executive agencies 

· And sensitizing society to the culture of peace 

The council holds biennial seminars to draw the attention of different social groupings to the culture of peace. Here is a look at the seminars the council has so far organized.      
1. Peace and Toys (2001) 

2. Child, Peace and Life (2003) 

3. Child, Peace and Violence (2005) 
Besides, the council organizes a variety of training workshops for the officials of public and private organizations across the nation. 

Engagement of groups which are in the same camp

Since 2001, the DCRI has implemented most of its peace-based programs through the Council for the Development of the Culture of Peace. However, just like other organizations which have seats on the council, the institute has embarked on separate programs to promote the culture of peace, especially when it comes to children. 

In 2001, the DCRI decided that the culture of peace should not remain limited to children, and that other institutions too should get involved in promotion of the culture of peace. The DCRI knew that identification of peace theories was not within its jurisdiction and that sociologists, philosophers, psychologists, etc. had to lead the way. That was why in 2002 it took part in annual sessions with specialized groups to promote the culture of peace on a social scale. Here is a list of these meetings and their co-sponsors: 

· Peace and Academics (2002) in cooperation with the National UNESCO Commission 

· Peace and NGO Representatives (2003) in cooperation with UNICEF   

· Peace, Teachers and Instructors (2004) in cooperation with UNICEF and the Education Ministry    

· Peace and Actors (2005) in cooperation with the National UNESCO Commission 

· Peace, Civil Engineers and Architects (2006) in cooperation with the Association of Architects and Association of Civil Engineers  

· Peace and Promotional Firms (2007) in cooperation with the Association of Designers, the Arts Academy and the Guild of Promotional Firms
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PHOTO: A workshop attended by actors 

These measures helped different social strata place the culture of peace on their agenda. 

Workshops on the Culture of Peace 
Donya Children Research Institute has organized a number of training workshops on the culture of peace since 2000. Here are the titles of some of these workshops: 

· Familiarity with Convention on the Rights of the Child 

· Elimination of sexism

· Protection of the environment 

· Elimination of violence against children 

The attendees of some of the workshops and their co-sponsors: 

· Kindergarten teachers, in cooperation with UNICEF, Child Information Center and Tehran Municipality 

· Representatives of NGOs dealing with child affairs  

· Managers and officials of state agencies in the provinces of Kermanshah, Gilan and Hormozgan, in cooperation with UNICEF and gubernatorial offices of the three provinces 
· Interested families in Tehran and other cities 

· DCRI staff members in Tehran and other cities 

· Education Ministry experts, in cooperation with the National UNESCO Commission 

· Teachers and directors of kindergartens for Afghan immigrants in suburban Tehran 
· Welfare Organization's child experts from across the country 
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So far more than 3,000 people have attended the workshops the institute has organized. 

Refugee Children

Since 1996, Donya Children Research Institute has also taken measures in favor of Afghan and Iraqi refugees. The most important objectives the institute follows in this regard are setting the stage for the education of the children of Afghan and Iraqi refugees and empowering women and girls to better look after young children. 

Some of the steps taken in this regard are: 

· Training teachers to educate young children among Afghan and Iraqi refugees 

· Launching kindergartens in refugee camps in the cities of Bardsir, Rafsanjan, Sarvestan and Jahrom 

· Organizing training programs for Afghan women on ways of dealing with children 

· Launching and supporting kindergartens for refugee children in Tehran 

· Helping launch and support kindergartens for Afghan refugees in the suburbs of Kerman and Zahedan in cooperation with UNICEF

· Organizing a Day for Solidarity with Afghan Mothers in support of refugee children
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PHOTO: An education center for Afghan refugee children near Zahedan 

Children with Special Needs   

Donya Children Research Institute first launched its programs to benefit children with special needs in 1999. 

One of the major achievements of the institute in this regard has been publication of books for blind children and those with physical disability. The institute has developed different Braille and fabric books, two of which have been named as top books by the International Board on Books for Young Children. 
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PHOTO: A fabric book for children with special needs 

So far more than 30 fabric and Braille books have been designed and published for children with special needs. 

Handmade Dolls Festival 

In 2005, the institute organized a festival of handmade dolls. The move was meant to introduce indigenous and traditional dolls which serve the cause of peace and denounce dolls with violent features on the market. Just like many other countries, the Iranian market is fraught with industrial dolls which seem to promote war, violence and discrimination. The festival was attended by a large number of children and their families.  
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PHOTO: Handmade dolls displayed at a festival in Tehran in 2005 

The ceremony also featured other activities such as: 
- Training workshop for children featuring doll-making methods 

- Identification of Iranian doll characters which promote peace and friendship 
- Identification of international doll characters which promote peace and friendship 

- Promotion of storytelling 

- Puppet shows for children and their families
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PHOTO: The doll of an old woman character of an Iranian legend 

Games Festival

Since 2004, Donya Children Research Institute has been holding games festivals. The festivals, organized by the games and arts division of the institute, pursue the following objectives: 
· Promoting International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence –

· Promoting, among children and families, games in which winning or losing is not an issue 
· Introducing peaceful and friendly games 

· Engaging families in child games 

Tehran, Bandar Abbas, Rasht, Lahijan, Hamedan, Shahrood, Boroojerd, Sanandaj, Qazvin and even Dubai in the UEA, have played host to the festival so far. 
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PHOTO: Games Festival in Qazvin (2006) 

The festival, which is usually held in open air, features different sections allowing children and their families to experience peaceful games. 
It also provides families with an opportunity to spend time with their children. 

At the invitation of Iranian families living in the UAE, the institute held a festival in Dubai in 2007. Experts of the institute attended the Dubai festival.
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PHOTO: Games Festival in Dubai (2007) 

Participatory School 

As part of a very important initiative, Donya Children Research Institute launched a participatory school in 2005 to promote the culture of peace among children. In the participatory primary school, which follows a humanistic psychology approach, no one is entitled to single-handedly make decisions on the subjects children should go through. Rather, interaction among children, families, teachers and even members of the local community determines the subjects children need to study.   

In the peace-based school, children from different ethnic and cultural background study shoulder to shoulder with each other. Learning the sign language, the Braille, and indigenous languages of Iran, respect for protection of the environment and elimination of sexism are among major principles of the school. 

Children who attend the school are offered courses which reiterate their daily lives. Sensitivity to conditions which bolster peace, respect for the rights of different ethnic and religious groups and for the rights of the disabled and refugees, and protection of endangered species, etc. are among issues underlined in the courses children take. 

Families do play an important role in determining the educational content of the courses. In fact, they are actively involved in the system as its participatory nature suggests.
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PHOTO: Participatory experience of children in drawing a picture 

The courses students go through try to familiarize them with different social groups. 
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PHOTO: 
"Tara is a friend of Sousan 

Sousan is visually-impaired.
Tara and Sousan are hand in hand. 

Sousan's hand feels soft." 

A page taken from a textbook taught at the participatory school. It features a story about friendship with blind children.   
In the textbook disability is identified as a fact of life. Students here learn how to interact with disabled children. 
Disabled children also attend the school. One of the teachers of the school is deaf and teaches the sign language to students. 
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PHOTO: In this education system, the entire city is viewed as a learning venue. Students go to museums, libraries, mosques and shopping centers, etc. to learn their lessons in society. This picture shows children visiting an arts museum. 

One major principle in participatory school 

Iran's official education system is a closed one. Iranian schools have been using the behavioral system for years. Students cannot decide the content of the courses they take. Besides, the educational content of the system is not in line with the principles of the culture of peace. The participatory school, whose creation amounts to a bold measure in Iran, tries to require the Education Ministry to resort to two new approaches: 

1. Acceptance of new education patterns in line with the needs of children and based on the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

2. Attention to the educational content of courses taught at schools based on the culture of peace

Presently some 65 students are attending the school at four different levels.  
Three valuable peace-based products
1. Living Values 
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Living Values is a book which brings together ten human values as part of a global program implemented by the Foundation for Living Values in cooperation with UNESCO. In 1989, Donya Children Research Institute was represented at an international workshop in England organized by the foundation. As a result, the institute secured sources on this line of thinking. 

Since 1989 the institute has organized several workshops in Tehran and other cities on the basis of this educational pattern. Over the years it has also tried to indigenize this model on the basis of Iranian culture. On the back of these efforts, the institute had the book (Living Values) ready for publication in 2006. 

The book, drawn up for teachers and families, provides them with an appropriate mechanism, on the basis of the culture of peace, on dealing with children who are in primary school or in preschool years. The values presented in this book include peace, joy, liberty, humility, simple lifestyle, cooperation, responsibility and truthfulness.

As it was already mentioned the book has been indigenized in keeping with Iranian culture. Besides, it reflects a set of new, first-hand activities. 

It should be mentioned that three impressions of the book, which has been welcomed by many teachers and education experts, have hit the market in 12 months. 

2. Goodnight stories on the theme of peace and friendship 
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This book contains 366 stories to be read out to children when they are going to sleep at night. It allows parents to read out one of many stories they deem more suitable for the children. 

What differentiates this book from others is that its stories are based on the Statement on the Culture of Peace. Its stories feature peace-based concepts such as respect for the rights of ethnic groups, religions and nations, attention to the disabled, equality of sexes, environmental protection, respect for the rights of refugees, non-violence, etc. 

Each chapter includes stories from different ethnic groups in Iran and elsewhere in the world. It also features a brief introduction into the culture of the people that appear in the stories of the chapter. 

In fact, it is a treasure trove of peace-based stories for children. 

Up to 40 experts, writers and translators of children’s literature have contributed to the compilation of the book. Experts of Donya Children Research Institute conducted five years of continual research to write the book. 

3. Badbadak Monthly
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Donya Children Research Institute has been publishing Badbadak for young children since 2000. The motto of the publication is “Badbadak, a harbinger of peace and friendship”.

All editions of the publication try to be in line with the principles of the culture of peace. So far no single article, picture or report which might be considered incompatible with the principles of peace has made it onto the pages of the publication. The monthly does not even accept to run ads for companies or organizations whose products are not peace-friendly. 

So far 50 editions of the monthly have been published, with each trying to promote the concept of peace and friendship as much as possible. 

	A great reality
As an independent organization which advances the interests of children, Donya Children Research Institute has implemented 15 major schemes in favor of peace and children throughout the country since the beginning of International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence. Each of these projects is important enough to be viewed as a candidate for the peace culture award. 




Achievements

Some of the achievements of the DCRI in promotion of the culture of peace are: 

1. Securing the contribution of governmental organizations to efforts to promote the culture of peace. 

- The Center for Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults has, since 2003, officially taken over the program to collect toys which give rise to violence. 

- In 2004, the Welfare Organization dedicated the Child Day ceremonies to peace and children. 

- The Education Ministry has built on the principles of peace to organize training workshops for teachers.

2. Encouraging different NGOs even the ones which focus on issues other than those of children to pay attention to the culture of peace. 

Presently, many Iranian NGOs and civil institutions have included the culture of peace in their strategies and take account of its principles. 

3. Publishing more than 500,000 copies of books, manuals and statements to promote the culture of peace. 

4. Organizing hundreds of training workshops on peace for different public and private groups across the country. As many as 3,000 officials have attended these workshops. 

4. Organizing peace festivals in Tehran and many other cities attended by some 20,000 children and their families.
	Most importantly

The achievements of Donya Children Research Institute in promotion of the culture of peace are too many to be included in a short report like this. What is important is the boldness of the DCRI to focus on a sensitive issue which could have been viewed as political. As mentioned earlier, raising the question of peace against the backdrop of an eight-year war and at a time when a cease-fire rather than official peace was in effect was difficult. In hindsight, one can say that seven years after Iranian society took initial steps toward peace, only a children’s organization like the DCRI could openly raise the question of peace. If any other agency had embarked on that path, different sensitivities could have emerged. 

The DCRI built on prudence, goodwill and its initiatives to pave the way for promotion of peace so much so that its programs drew support from different public and private institutions. 

That was how the word peace drifted its way out of the list of red lines and claimed its rightful place in Iranian society. 



The road ahead 

The DCRI keeps reviewing its programs and strategies; the question of peace is an integral part of its agenda. At the same time, it tries to develop fundamental programs to make its presence felt more in promotion of peace. Some of the programs the institute has in its outlook include: 

· In light of national and international conditions, it is necessary to take more effective measures to raise the humanitarian aspects of peace and sensitize the government and families to the issue. 

· The institute seeks to encourage different research groups to put together a peace theory because when such principles are brought together, different social strata can use them to work out solutions to their problems. 

· The institute seeks to inject peace programs into school curriculum and 
            teach these concepts to children from an early age. 

· It seeks to win the contribution of different groups on the international stage to   

      exchange experience and make use of international mechanisms.  

· And its pays attention to indigenous culture and identity in a bid to identify indigenous patterns in the field of participation, prudence and child education based on the culture of peace.

To learn more about the activities of Donya Children Research Institute, you can visit the following website: www.decade-culture-of-peace.org. 

APPENDIX 

Statement for the 

“Spread of the Culture of Peace
Peace is rooted in the minds of People. In a healthy environment, any human being can become familiar with values of life, and live him and others, respect all beings, and learn that he doesn’t have the right to tale the life of another being.

War is also rooted in human minds. Therefore, it’s best to eradicate it right there, and instead teach peace, cooperation, patience and justice.

We know that peace is not just the absence of war, but life in a civil society that is filled with justice, cooperation, tolerance, freedom, democracy and absence of violence, defines peace. 

We the instructors, teachers, parents and guardians of young children, with the knowledge that we need to take the culture of peace seriously, from the early stages of life, offer all those who deal with children, that by considering the points of this statement regarding the culture of peace, they will be able to spread peace in their own lands.

Chapter 1- Summary

Teach our children:

- To respect humans from all races, colors religions, beliefs, languages and cultures.

- There is no difference between human beings. No human is superior to another because of their social or economic status, race, color, religion, etc ….

- All humans do not think alike or live alike.

Chapter 2- Religion

Teach our children:

- To respect all religions and their followers.

- That with tolerance and respect all followers of different faiths can coexist.

- To avoid all manners of thought which cause differences and separation between followers of different religions.

Chapter 3- People, races, languages

Teach our children:

- To respect all people whom live in Iran. Turks, Kurds, Lors, Baluchis, Armenians, Gilaks, Arabs, Farsi’s, and … all are worthy of respect.

- No one or no culture is superior to another.

- Learn about the indigenous people of their regions, and respect the wisdom of different tribes and people.

- Not to allow anyone to belittle another culture or people.

- There is no difference between people of different races or colures.

- Not to categorize or name people based on their appearance.

- Color or race is not merit for worth.

- To respect all languages which mean respect for the history of the people who speak that language.

- That paying attention to other languages can enrich our own language.

Chapter 4-  Gender

Teach our children:

- That people are not superior based on whether they are male or female.

- To avoid any behavior that is prejudiced against boys and girls.

- Never to believe a story or poem that says girls are weaker or inferior to boys.

Chapter 5-  The Handicapped

Teach our children:

- To respect all people who are mentally, emotionally or physically handicapped, and to pay attention to them.

- Try to connect to the handicapped, and involve them in social activities.

- It’s the right of all children to live with others regardless of their physical appearance

Chapter 6-  Refugees

Teach our children:

- To respect all people who have migrated to our country or are refugees here.

- Not to believe those who belittle refugees or cause trouble for them.

- Seek ways to communicate better with refugees.

Chapter 7-  The Environment

Teach our children:

- To protect the earth and all of its resources.

- Not to use equipment that destroys the environment.

- Not to hurt animals.

- Not to destroy trees, and not to pollute water or the air.

- The culture of peace is meaningless without protecting the environment.

Chapter 8-  Violence

Teach our children:

- To not have violence behavior towards other people or beings.

- To recognize the things that create violence and work to eradicate them.

- To use their hands, feet and thoughts for peace and friendship.

- Not to hurt any human being.

- To recognize that killing of human beings is evil.

- To avoid programs, toys and films that promote violence.

- And to learn that violence behavior is not the first or last solution for solving problems.

Chapter 9-  Value of lives

Teach our children:

- To recognize life values and to use them in their own lives.

- To realize that honesty, modesty, simplicity, unity, loving, patience, accepting, responsibility, respect and cooperation and … are values that they need to repeat daily in their lives.

- To show enthusiasm in understanding other points of views.

- To take the first steps in welcoming others.

Chapter 10-  The Family

- Teach our children:

- To respect their own and other’s families.

- That all humans who live in villages, cities, and our lands are part of our greater family that we also belong to.

- To respect the traditions and values of other families.

- To respect the character and wisdom of the elderly in families.

Chapter 11-  Cooperation

Teach our children:

- To make effort in listening to other points of views and opinions.

- To think of the situation of group and to value group activities.

- To participate in other’s activities and ask others to share in theirs.

- In performing various tasks, to consider other’s opinions.

- Not to take decisions for the group, or impose their opinion on the group.

- To work towards common understanding between people and groups.

Chapter 12- Freedom

Teach our children:

- To respect all differences. All humans are not supposed to be alike or think alike.

- To respect other’s opinions.

- To avoid prejudgments.

- To avoid anything that jeopardizes human values.

- To allow others to think freely, and not to force anyone to accept their views.

- To respect human freedom.

- Freedom finds its meaning with justice. With justice, freedom becomes complete.

Chapter 13-  Individual Rights

Teach our children:

- To become familiar with their own rights.

- To familiarize other children and their friends with the international treaty regarding children’s rights.

- To familiarize themselves with human rights, and respect human rights.

Chapter 14-  Peace

Teach our children:

- To work towards world peace and consider peace above all conflicts.

- To practice love for all humans.

- To familiarize themselves with the cultures of other people, in order to find world peace.

- To realize that the path of salvation for humans is only through peace.

Chapter 15-  Group Oath

Teach our children:

We the teachers, guardians, parents and all those interested in the culture of peace, with the acceptance of all the points in this declaration, try our best in considering the above statements, and to teach them to the children around us.

(DONYA)Children’s Research Institute

2000

Constitution of the Child Friendly Network 

The Child Friendly Network is an atmosphere created to lend unwavering support to children. It is not a legal organization or institute. Anyone who is interested can become a member of the network. Acceptance of this document amounts to a personal commitment; each member strives to fulfill all provisions of the constitution. 

This document was adopted at a meeting in Zahedan in 2003 attended by representatives of different NGOs dealing with young children. 

The Child Friendly Network is a movement which has found its way into Iranian and world society. It is a call for better living conditions for all children where discrimination is non-existent. 

I am child-friendly
I am a member of the national and international community who cares about the living conditions of children, mothers and families. I believe because of their unique talents children deserve the best recreational and educational facilities in the world. 

I am child-friendly
I feel like I am all over Iran and the whole world at once, anywhere a child's heart beats. I am ready to strive for better living conditions for children. 

Children have different needs; I am at the ready to do whatever I can to meet their needs. 

I am ready to start this journey wherever I have to. I am not about to wait for orders or directives to serve the interests of children. 

I am child-friendly
I believe children should be brought up in an atmosphere of peace and tranquility. 

I do believe in the statement released by the Council for the Development of the Culture of Peace; thus I make sincere efforts to implement its provisions. 

As a supporter of the principle of life, I am opposed to any kind of physical and social elimination. 

I take effective measures to promote peace as I take steps toward global peace. 

I include the culture of peace in the educational curriculum of children. 

I pay attention to living values and make efforts to promote them. 

I am child-friendly
I know that one way to raise healthy children is to pay attention to their conditions during pregnancy and in early years of life. In light of that, 

I strive to lend all-out support to pregnant women. 

I promote the necessity of offering medical insurance and free treatment to pregnant women and nursing mothers. 

I inform pregnant women about the importance of the period they are in. 

I provide pregnant women with reading material to hone their skills and knowledge. 

I encourage fathers and other family members to help pregnant women. 

I talk about the importance of the young age in society. 

I encourage families and the government to pay attention to child care from an early age.

I promote violence-free delivery. 

I support breast-feeding. 

And I promote love for children since the very fist day of their lives.  

I am child-friendly
I know children have a variety of needs and simultaneous attention should be paid to measures to meet these needs. To that end,
I draw the attention of family members to the multifaceted growth of children. 

I promote appropriate nutrition patterns and raise the importance of such nutrition for all children in society. 

I strive to have health care for all, especially for children. 

I portray the welfare of children as a basic right in society. 

I support adoption of new laws in favor of children. 

I support changes in laws in favor of children. 

I portray the Convention on the Rights of the Child as a major principle of this document.  
I am child-friendly
I know that balanced education provides children with valuable opportunities. To that end, 

I raise the importance of child care and education from an early age in society. 

I support the qualitative and quantitative expansion of free and inexpensive kindergartens in impoverished areas, poor suburbs and villages. 

I promote advocacy programs for children with special needs. 

I strive for decentralized and child-friendly education. 

I promote free and participatory patterns for child education. 

I contribute to promotion of education for all, without any discrimination. 

I believe in educational tools and strive to promote them. 

I view education as a right of all children. 

I contribute to efforts to inject dynamism into static education systems and make them free and participatory in nature. 
I am child-friendly
I know that children do not grow in vacuum. I see them in a family context and pay attention to their needs. To that end, 

I help empower members of the public to support children. 

I do engage family members in the education of children. 

I contribute to promotion of paternal role in child care. 

I help improve the living conditions of men and women. 

I strive toward compliance with human rights and all international treaties benefiting the human society. 

I am child-friendly 

I know that support for children is a civic duty in a civil society. In light of this duty, 

I talk to effective members of society about this responsibility. 

I draw the attention of city council members and MPs to questions involving children. 

I encourage senior government officials, religious and political leaders, and representatives of public and private institutions to set the stage for high-quality living standards for children. 

I remind state officials of their responsibility toward children. 

And I encourage national and local newspapers to deal with issues affecting children.     

I am child-friendly
I do feel responsible toward children; besides, I am a committed person as far as my own personal life is concerned. I try to make my personal life as fruitful as possible in order to become an effectual member of the international community. To that end, 

I use every moment of my life.

I am full of hope as far as improvement of living standards is concerned. 

I promote the joy of life in myself. 

I empower myself to contribute to issues benefiting children. 

I take active measures to promote my own knowledge and awareness. 

I go on trips, understand biodiversity and respect differences. 

I opt for healthy food patterns and put aside anything that is harmful to my body and mind. 

I am child-friendly
I believe in a free, equal and peace-based society. 

I believe a participatory system is the best behavioral pattern to improve the living conditions of children and their families. 

I support anyone who is a member of the Child Friendly Network. 

I try my best to help materialize the humanitarian ideals of all my friends and colleagues around the world. 

I try to establish active relationships with all members of the Child Friendly Network. 

Anything that benefits children – either now or in the future – has my support provided that: 

· It benefits all children. 

· It is void of any discrimination. 

· It does not endanger the environment. 

· It is in line with the principles of peace. 

· It is comprehensive and contributes to educational equality. 
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