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(DONYA)Children Research Institute 

DONYA Children Research Institute (DCRI) is an independent, specialized, and non-governmental organization, which has been active in Iran since 1994 with the aim of Early Childhood care and Development (ECCD). This institute was established with the efforts of a group of experts in education and training, academics, researchers, educators and the administrative staffs of educational centers for Early childhood development. Since 1994, DCRI has undertaken several projects and programs throughout Iran with the participation of governmental and non-governmental departments, and international organizations. Due to the promotion of the holistic needs and support for young children from birth till the age of 7, the institute was given a special promotional award by the Organization for the Promotion of Science
Objectives:

- Promoting programs for ECCD in particular the underprivileged children in Iran

- Developing Living Values through training programs for children and their families

- Mobilizing the local community, specially women, to help and support young children

- Influencing national policies regarding support for and attention to young children  

Basic Necessity
DCRI has always followed the objective of institutionalizing the, that if children of a country are raised well and benefit from humane and fundamental trainings, a bright future will await that land.

To achieve Peace Culture, living values, understanding, tolerance and even democracy should be taught from childhood. If these concepts are practiced from early childhood, children will grow up to be effective and responsible citizens of that society.

	Children Research Institute has always borne in mind five working subjects as the main policies of its programs: 

1. Attention to child-centered and society-based education

2. Attention to education of Peace Culture

3. Attention to children with special needs

4. Attention to educational programs with the aim of eliminating sexual discrimination

5. Attention to policy making in national programs for the support of young children.


Bearing in mind the above strategies, we will introduce programs so far carried out:

	Attention

There are about 9,000,000 children in Iran under the age of 7. In 1994, only 3% of young children used pre-school education, and most of them belonged to upper middle class and wealthy families in the society. 

Today, educational programs are covering 10% of children, some of whom are children from underprivileged families. Yet, we are a long way from reaching global standards, which states that at least 70% of young children should be covered by these programs.  




A – Attention to Child-Centered and Society-Based Education

A – 1 – Mobile Educators Program

In 1998 DCRI, with the cooperation of Healthy City Headquarters, started a program called Mobile Educators in one of the marginal districts of Tehran. In this program, a group of 40 girls and women of the district, after taking a training course, started to educate children in different alleys, streets and neighborhoods. In the summer of 1998 this project provided free educational programs for 600 children a day.

In this program the educators, are provided with bags containing a collection of painting tools, story books, toys, rugs and other materials, go to the children and carry out various activities with them. 

More than anything, this program aims to show that in order to educate children we should not wait for them to come to us in specific allocated facilities. In every alley, park or neighborhood, educational programs can be provided for the children. Mobile Educators project continues, and in summer and fall daily programs are held for the children.

The valuable and unique characteristic of this project is that throughout the program the educators go to a certain group of children in a certain neighborhood and share their organized activities with them.

Achievements of Mobile Educators Project:

- Separation from the clichéd way of thinking which regards education within a limited framework

- Taking educational programs to children in need 

- Training 210 girls and women in the area as mobile educators, and activating them in the area

- Educating at least 8,000 children in 5 years

- Sensitizing the local community towards the needs of the children and getting their participation in child related programs

Apart from Tehran, the institute also implemented the same project in Qazvin, Kerman, Hamidan, Babol and other cities.

A – 2 – The Participation of Rural Communities in Protecting Children

In 1999, CRI, UNICEF and the health centers (GO) of 30 villages of three underprivileged provinces of Iran carried out a program for the participation of rural communities in the protection of young children. In this program the village populace participated in identifying the needs of the village children and, after prioritizing the needs, carried out three support projects for the children in their area. UNICEF allocated a fund to each village so that they could take certain steps. Some of the activities of the project were:

- Establishing kindergartens in villages

- Enclosing the village water reservoir in order to sanitize the water

- Starting food and vegetable shops 

- Making playgrounds for the children

- Establishing children libraries

- And others

A – 3 – Empowering Expert Forces within the Area

With the participation of UNICEF, the Welfare Organiziation (GO) and Governor-General offices in 5 provinces, in 1999 CRI started a program to organize local forces including experts, teachers and administrative staffs of kindergartens, doctors and other people interested in children's issues. This project aimed to:

- Organize expert forces of the area within the framework of a society

- Identify the needs of the children in the area and identify local facilities
- Arrange activities by local forces for the benefit of the children of the community
At present these societies are active in 32 provinces all over Iran, and each society has implemented various plans in its area by attracting the participation of governmental departments and non-governmental organizations. The activities include the following:

- Establishing free kindergartens in underprivileged districts in Ahvaz, Khorramshahr, Hamidan, Behbehan, ….

- Expanding rural kindergartens in the province of Mazandaran

- Training educators in methods of child work

- Holding workshops on children's rights and Peace Culture for the experts of governmental departments and non-governmental organizations in different towns such as Rasht, Kermanshah, Bandar Abbas, …

- Holding Peace Culture celebrations in different towns

- Arranging lectures and training courses to inform parents.

So far, the achievements of the plan include:

- Increasing self-confidence in local expert forces in working to the advantage of the children

- Helping in the decentralization of training courses according to local and ethnic conditions

- Using local facilities to the advantage of the children

- Attracting popular and civic participation in promoting support for children's rights

- Distributing the International Declaration of the Rights of the Child and the Declaration of Peace Culture

- Training at least 500 local educators in order to familiarize them with creative and effective methods of child work

- Holding 4 annual conventions with members of regional societies in different cities of Iran

- Holding 6 counseling sessions in Tehran, with the board of directors of the above mentioned societies from all over the country.

A – 4 – Regional Mobilization in Zahidan

DCRI, UNICEF and the Governor-General office of Sistan and Baloochistan started the implementation of a plan which aimed at local mobilization for the advantage of ECCD in Zahidan. Zahidan is one of the most underprivileged cities located in the south-east of Iran. Compared to other regions in Iran, care, growth, education and development standards in this region are the lowest possible. High death rates, severe malnutrition and educational regress are some of the problems found amongst the children in the region. Only 1% of the children in this city can go to kindergartens.

In summer 2002, by educating 70 women and girls in the region, the institute provided the opportunity for more than 2,500 children a day to benefit from free educational programs in 35 educational stations. Also, at the moment, 400 children in 40 home kindergartens in the most deprived parts of the city benefit from these programs. 

At present, 240 other volunteers are taking part in the educational courses so that they would be able to serve alongside the trained teachers in educating the children of the city.   

Achievements of this plan are as follows:

- Covering at least 4,000 underprivileged children, a great number of them Afghan refugees

- Training 300 volunteer women and girls to work with young children
- Establishing 40 home kindergartens in the most deprived districts and marginal areas of the city
- Involving different sectors of governmental departments in the region
- Sensitizing the populace towards the problems related to young children
- Holding a seminar with senior administrators and experts of governmental departments and non-governmental organizations on the necessity for attention to the problems of the children in the region
- Attending to child nutrition and distributing multi-vitamin and B-Complex syrups under the supervision of health centers, and distributing snacks in home kindergartens covered by the plan
- Distributing sanitation items among the children covered by the program 
- And others
Activities planned for future implementation of the program include:

- Undertaking family training programs through local instructors and media

- Activating mothers of the children covered by the program in income creating plans

- Attracting other private and government sectors to support the above-mentioned project
- Covering at least 10,000 children by the end of 2003
A- 5 - Support for the holistic Growth of the Children 

Since the year 2000, attention to all dimensions of child development has been on DCRI’s agenda. Health, nutrition, education and laws in support of children are the important issues considered by the institute, which arranges its plans with this holistic approach. Some of the activities carried out in this line are:

- Holding numerous training workshops with the presence of 10,000 educators, parents and administrative staffs 

- Compiling and translating more than 60 educational books and pamphlets
- Participating in various seminars on the necessity for attention to all-dimensional child development
- Arranging several festivals for the purpose of creating awareness in parents
- Specialized programming in the various fields of practical work with children
- Setting specialized courses for the administrative staffs of pre-school centers
- Promoting various methods and patterns for child education adapted from all over the world
- And others

B – Culture of peace

From 1980 to 1988 Iran was involved in a great and extensive war with Iraq. This war (like any other war) inflicted several damages on human, economic, environmental and other resources. Displacement, handicaps, loss of family and other social damages were part of the problems that attacked Iranian children. A third of the country was directly damaged in this war, and other parts were seriously afflicted.

At the moment, Iran and Iraq are in cease-fire, and the two countries have officially signed certain peace treaties.

On the other hand, Iran is located in the Middle East which is, and has always been, exposed to all kinds of threats and wars and violent conflicts. 

Due to all these factors, Iranian teachers and educators witness certain unusual behavior. Violence is found in simple and complex forms in training centers, and is sometimes reinforced by official and unofficial sources and even families. 

Children Research Institute, with the aim of teaching Peace Culture to children (under 6 years of age), in 1999 started its official activities in Iran for the expansion of peace trainings.

	Iran is a country of great ethnic, religious and climatic diversity.

Although the official language of the country is Farsi, more than 8 other languages and hundreds of dialects are spoken throughout the country. The country's great ethnic diversity has led to the emergence and growth of different cultures. Also, people of different religions, both official and non-official, live in Iran. If seen creatively, this great diversity can lead to cultural growth and development. Otherwise, all these differences can prepare the ground for violence and war.  


B – 1 – The Creation of the Peace Group

The creation of the peace group within DCRI was aimed to organize all programs within the framework of co-existence, tolerance, acceptance and respect for all the differences, and the eradication of violence as a solution to problems.

"Peace must be taught from childhood" was the motto the group included in its agenda from the beginning, because if children learn peace-mindedness and Peace Culture, they will better play their part as peace promoters in the society as adults.  During its first year, the Peace Group devoted time to the theoretical studies concerning peace and the identification of related areas. At the same time, the following activities were undertaken:

- Collecting poems and songs with the theme of peace for the children

- Collecting stories and books with the theme of peace for children, and compiling a list for kindergartens

- Identifying the rituals, beliefs and ceremonies that promote the concepts of co-existence, tolerance and arbitration

- Introducing peace defending national and international figures 

- Distributing the statement by Federico Mayor, UNESCO Secretary-General, on the International Year of Tolerance on a wide scale

Holding 28 meetings in 1999 and following the identification of various aspects of peace, the Peace Group drafted the Declaration of Peace Culture.

B – 2 – Declaration of Culture  of Peace

The Declaration of Peace Culture, formulated in 15 sections, stresses the need to respect the rights of refugees, senior citizens, children, women and the disabled, and the need to protect the environment, cultural heritages, individual rights, freedom, and to avoid all kinds of violent behavior. The Declaration addresses parents, educators, writers and experts in children's issues, and it urges and encourages them to teach Peace Culture to children while complying with the contents of the Declaration. DCRI sent the Declaration to more than four thousand members of the institute, non-governmental organizations, kindergartens, newspapers, and also child related government centers all over the country. 

The Declaration is one of the most lucid and clearly spelled out documents related to the teaching of Peace Culture, which understands peace through justice, freedom, equal rights of citizens, development, and the negation of war. 

It has so far been printed in five prominent newspapers and in 23 general and special publications in Tehran and other cities. To date, 8,000 copies have been published and distributed.

B – 3 – Living Values

Following DCRI's focus on Peace Culture, UNESCO and UNICEF invited one of the center's officers to take part in the Living Values Workshop in England. 

Living Values is a global program supported by UNESCO through which 12 humanitarian values have been developed for the improvement of the quality of life for children and adults. So far, all 12 values have been translated into Farsi, and each value has been revised according to cultural and regional conditions in Iran.

The following activities have been carried out in the center:

- Workshop on Living Values for parents, consisting of eight twelve-hour sessions / for 93 participants

- Workshop on Living Values for instructors, consisting of 15 six-hour sessions / for 415 participants

- Workshop on Living Values for the administrative staffs of factory and municipality kindergartens, consisting of three four-hour sessions / for 45 participants 

- Preparation of 12 Living Values working pamphlets in Farsi for kindergartens 

- Organization of a special workshop on Living Values for DCRI teachers with the participation of an expert from the US

B – 4 – Boycotting Violence Provoking Toys

In January 2000 DCRI raised the question of toys that provoked violence for the first time in Iran. A declaration with six clauses was prepared by DCRI and distributed among educational centers for young children as well as the media. 

In this document, it is recommended that families, instructors and care-takers of young children regard the boycotting of violence provoking toys as an effective way of controlling violent behavior.

The above-mentioned declaration was published in two official newspapers of the country as an important item. 

On May 15, 2001, the International Peace Day, volunteer kindergartens in Tehran and other provinces collaborated to clear their premises of such toys. 

On this day the children who brought their war making toys received gift toys provided by UNICEF.

143 kindergartens in 18 cities of the country were cleared of war toys on this day. 

The activities of this program were:

- Designing the badge of peace

- Preparing an introductory pamphlet on the preliminary steps to remove violent provoking toys.

B – 5 – The International Decade for  Culture of peace non – violence for the children of the world ( 2001 – 2010  )  

Following the UN proclamation of 2001-2010 as the decade for Culture of  Peace  non – violence for the children  of the world (  and Rejection of Violence against Children), the DCRI, more than any other institution in Iran, focused on this program. 

On March 4, 2000, in a coordinated plan, DCRI held simultaneous events (same hour, same day) called "Proclaiming the Decade culture of peace  non – violence for the children of the world” in 11 provinces. In this program, DCRI colleagues, in collaboration with the representatives of the institute, traveled to different cities to introduce strategies and objectives to the participants. 

Reading the Declaration culture of peace non – violence for the children of the world and DCRI's Announcement on the Decade were amongst the common programs in all the 11 cities. In each city, regional authorities also presented their views on Peace Culture.

Among the addressees of these sessions were parents, instructors and administrators, and others interested in issues concerning children joined the authorities in these events. More than 6,000 participants took part in these coordinated and well-organized events from all over the country.

The objectives of these simultaneous events were:

1. Broadcasting the Decade of Peace Culture on a wide scale

2. Attracting the participation of all interested groups 

3. Sensitizing government officials to Peace Culture

The program was well received in both national and local media.

B – 6 – Young People's Peace Group  

With the development of DCRI activities regarding Peace Culture, an experimental course was organized in 1999 for about 40 young people between the ages of 14 and 17 years old. 

For one year the group met once a week with specialists from DCRI and followed Living Value curriculum geared towards their needs. 

During this one year, the group received workshop trainings on:

- Living Values

- Universal Declaration of Human Rights

- Convention on the Rights of the Child

- Declaration of Peace Culture

- Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women

- Convention on the Protection of Refugees

- Ethnic and religious groups in Iran

Participants also took part in the following activities:

- Visits to churches, synagogues and other worship places of Iran's religions

- Festivities of Iran's Armenians

- Ceremonies launching the Decade of Peace Culture

- The Day of Solidarity with Afghan Mothers

- And others

By the end of the year 2000, two more groups (of about 60) participated in these programs.

B – 7 – The Day of Solidarity with Afghan Mothers 

In August 2000 DCRI for the first time held a program called the Day of Solidarity with Afghan mothers. On this day Afghan mothers exhibited their handicraft, arts and also their national food. 

The money collected from this program was given for the support of Afghan imigrants kindergartens.

B – 8 – Publications Related to Peace Culture  

In February 2000 DCRI produced a special publication on Peace Culture. The articles focused more than anything on Peace Culture and the need for education. The publication is considered to be one of the important sources for studies on Peace Culture. 

B – 9 – Council for the Development  for Culture   of Peace 

In May 2001 Children Research Institute sent the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Provoking Toys to all non-governmental organizations active in small children issues. The Institute also forwarded a letter asking the organizations to sign the statement and form a group with the boycotting of violence provoking toys on its agenda. 

An overall of 30 non-governmental organizations signed the declaration and officially started a new society called "Council for the Development of Peace Culture."

The Council for the Development of Peace Culture held a seminar in October 2001 on "Peace, Children and Toys" for the first time in Iran. On this occasion, representatives of all organizations presented their views on children and peace. The council is at present active within the framework of the following work groups:

- Research committee

- Family education committee

- Communication committee

So far, each committee has planned and carried out several programs. 

B – 10 – Peace in the Afternoon   

In order to widely introduce the Decade of Peace Culture, DCRI arranged five afternoon programs which provided cultural, educational and recreational activities for children and their families. 

Amongst the objectives of this program were providing opportunities for family members to be together, introducing joyful, healthy and educational programs free from any kind of violence and introducing the fundamental concepts of peace.

A total of 4,000 people took part in this program in 2001.

Due to the success of these afternoon events, DCRI suggested that all non-governmental organizations to undertake the programs. In the summer of 2002, in 11 programs, more than 25 non-governmental organizations each week held several events for children and their families within the framework of peace, understanding and friendship. More than 10,000 people participated in these events. In other words, all participants declared solidarity with the programs of Peace Culture and of rejection of violence against children. 

B – 11 – Peace Schools   

The Peace Culture programs were well received by the Young People's Peace Group, therefore, the DCRI Peace Group planned an educational course for students ranging from the first year of primary school to the last year of high school.

These courses, known as Peace Schools, started their activities in the summer of 2002 and more than 60 students enrolled in these classes. 

B – 12 –Culture of  Peace Workshops  

So far, DCRI has set up 38 workshops of Peace Culture in Tehran and in other cities for 2,100 participants. Some of the addressees of these workshops are:

- Kindergarten teachers

- Parents

- Administrative staffs of private and factory kindergartens

- Officials of governmental departments

- CRI members

- Members of the Council for the Development of Peace Culture

- Others 

Other activities

- The publication of educational pamphlets on the necessity for Peace Culture

- Extensive celebration of the International Peace Day in different cities of Iran

- Formation of non-governmental groups interested in Peace Culture in different cities of Iran

Future plans

1. Compilation of the curriculum of Peace Schools and seeking UNESCO's support in getting the permit for establishing the above-mentioned schools

2. Attention to theoretical issues and fundamentals of Peace Culture for a clear understanding and for finding suitable procedures

3. Development of educational programs on Peace Culture for kindergartens all over the country

4. Collection of all the mines which endanger women and children in different regions of Iran 

5. Identification of peace provoking traditions in the daily lives of Iranian families 

C – Working with Children with Special Needs

Ever since the beginning of its activities, DCRI has been attentive to groups of children with special needs and has undertaken several programs with governmental departments and non-governmental organizations:

C – 1 – Establishing Kindergartens in Refugee Camps        
Working with UNHCR, in 2001 DCRI implemented a plan in four Afghan and Iraqi refugee camps in Iran. In this plan, 80 refugee girl volunteers living in the camps took training courses and started to work as kindergarten instructors. In this project, four permanent and eight mobile (tent) kindergartens were established in the camps. 

C – 2 – Training Afghan Instructors

In 1999, DCRI trained 20 volunteer girls and women during a one-year course to learn methods of child work. The forces trained by this program started work in home kindergartens. 

C – 3 – Establishing Home Kindergartens for Immigrant Children

Working with Roshdiyeh Institute (a non-governmental organization) and UNICEF, in 2002 DCRI started the project of establishing home kindergartens through training 40 volunteers. At the moment five home kindergartens are active in the marginal areas of Tehran, and they cover immigrant children.

C – 4 – Distributing Toys in Refugee Camps

When the United States attacked Afghanistan, a group of Afghan people sought asylum in Iran and settled near the border in several camps. DCRI and UNICEF gathered a collection of various educational and recreational toys for 1,400 children under the age of 6, which were distributed in the camps with the presence of experts from the Institute.

Achievements of this activity were:

- Reducing mental and emotional stress in refugee children in camps (with the help of the toys)

- Creating a cheerful recreational atmosphere for all the family
- Assisting in the formation of the feeling of possession as one of the features of the process of growth in children under the age of 6      

C – 5 – Collecting Books for Handicapped Children

Since 1998, DCRI and Children's Book Council of Iran (a non-governmental organization) have had the designing and producing of touch books for handicapped children on their agenda. So far more than 30 books have been designed and published by the institute, two of which were chosen for the young generation by International Bureau of Books. Activities so far undertaken in this field are:

- Exhibitions of touch books in different cities of Iran

- Workshops on how to make touch books
- Extensive publication of the above mentioned books
C – 6 – Rural Kindergartens 

DCRI, the Department of Welfare (a governmental department) and UNICEF have had the task of training instructors for rural kindergartens since 2001. So far in this project, more than 300 experts and rural kindergarten instructors have benefited from the trainings of the institute.

On the other hand, CRI, with the help of regional societies, has assisted in establishing or expanding rural kindergartens, especially in northern towns of Iran.

C – 7 – Work with Infants 

Since 1999, DCRI has carried out several special programs to draw attention to children's needs and their education, and some of these programs are as follows:

- Training 250 experts from the Department of Social Security for the purpose of improving delivery rooms and helping infants

- Publishing "100 Games with the Infant"  in 20,000 copies

- Setting workshops to train 40 experts in infant work

- Gathering data on Iranian customs and beliefs concerning infants

C – 8 – Children Living in Boarding Centers  

DCRI, the Department of Welfare (a government organization) and UNICEF undertook the education of instructors for children living in boarding centers. In this program, 60 instructors of these boarding centers received special trainings to work with children.

C – 9 – Work with Streets Children  

DCRI has had several programs with governmental departments and non-governmental organizations on working with homeless children, some of which are:

- Training instructors to work with homeless children

- Translating literature on successful global experiences in work with homeless children

- Planning the establishment of a kindergarten in quarters where children are in  danger of becoming homeless

D – Eliminating Discrimination against Women

A serious item on CRI's agenda has been projects with an approach to eliminate sexual discrimination. Some of these projects are:

- Studying special sources on this subject

- Distributing the Declaration for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women in educational centers, societies, etc

- Arranging workshops on the identification of discriminatory behavior and of ways to help eliminate it

- Arranging more than 30 workshops on the elimination of discrimination for writers, instructors, administrators, programmers, experts, parents and groups of youngsters, with more than 1000 participants

- Developing plans to help eliminate sexual discrimination from educational programs

E – Help to Make Policies for the National Project for ECCD 

E – 1 – Counseling Sessions with Academics of Pre-school Education

DCRI and the International Council of Population held a counseling session with academics of pre-school education in Iran's universities. 25 of the above-mentioned academics took part in this session to discuss the existing situation and to identify the desired state to make this period of education efficient.

E – 2 – Educational Pamphlets

Holding several workshops with pre-school education academics, and following the participation of DCRI members and experts from all over the country in specialized workshops abroad, DCRI compiled a pamphlet titled “The Principles of Care Programs for ECCD”. This pamphlet discusses the foundations and principles of attention to care programs for programmers.

Another pamphlet translated and published by the institute was "Leading Participation Suitable for Children's Issues", which was prepared by UNESCO. Other pamphlets are:

- A translation of "Economical Approach to ECCD", a publication of the World Bank

- Publication of "Men's Role in Care Programs" ("Men as Decision Makers")

- Others

E – 3 – Workshop on the Necessity for ECCD

DCRI held a two-day workshop in 2002 for 70 experts from governmental departments and non-governmental organizations related to children's issues. In this workshop the participants got familiar with the necessity for attention to the above-mentioned programs, and the active role of each organization was emphasized. Each organization pledged to help develop this program.

DCRI's follow up committee keeps the pledges made by different organizations in sight.

E – 4 – Counseling Session for Preparing the National Project Draft 

CRI, the University of Welfare and UNICEF arranged a counseling workshop to develop a draft for the first project of programs for the growth and development of young children. In this session, in which 20 of senior administrators of different organizations took part, an integrated effort was made to identify the principles and the requirements for the growth and development of children. 

Achievements of DONYA Children's Research Institute

As a non-governmental organization, although CRI has concentrated a great part of its activities on the expansion of programs for the growth and development of young children, it follows several main objectives through educating young children:

1. Teaching children the concepts of Peace and Living Values    

With the awareness that if the children of a country learn about Peace Culture they can have significant roles as peace promoting citizens, a large part of the activities of the institute show that even governmental departments believe in the need to develop Peace Culture among children.

2. Communicating the concepts to their parents by the children  

Past experience shows that children can communicate many social, educational and other types of concepts to their families. Involving the family in peace seeking concepts through children has been a valuable experience to the institute, and DCRI continues to attend to this issue.

3. Improving the society in the direction of educating the children

 Child education does not happen in a vacuum. All the different levels of the society and all governmental and non-governmental sectors can get involved in education and improve the process. The activities of DCRI have been very effective in this improvement.

4. Empowering the women

It is impossible to educate children and pay attention to their rights without considering women's rights. Women are valuable and effective forces who, when activated in the field of caring for young children, will experience other social activities. 

DCRI in its activities has so far trained and activated about 15,000 volunteer girls and women as teachers, family instructors and cultural promoters in villages and marginal areas.

The fact that women have been activated in some income creating activities (such as local kitchens, sewing cloth books, rural instruction, … ) shows that apart from caring for the children they can have other social roles.

5. Attention to children with special needs  

In a way DCRI has opened the issues of attention to different groups of children in need for the first time in Iran. Infants, refugee children, rural children, underprivileged children in marginal areas, handicapped children and young children, these are groups for which the institute has done valuable work.

6. Sensitizing different governmental and non-governmental sectors  

DCRI has managed to attract the participation of governmental departments and non-governmental and even international organizations in various programs. In many cases, different governmental sectors have undertaken several early projects of the institute, and are now well and ably expanding them.

Different groups of non-governmental organizations have become interested in working in young child education and women's issues, and are now implementing many plans.

The participation of these organizations has made these programs sustainable.

What cannot be denied is the fact that in Iranian society today, attention to programs for ECCD has been identified to be very important by all governmental and non-governmental societies. No organization can ignore the necessity for such programs and the role of women in them. 

Although we still face different problems in the practical development of the programs in different parts of the country, we have passed the transitional stage of being able to achieve a compiled national and legal program with high executive power based on this need (which has been acknowledged by all sectors) .

What we need is education which can implement participation, co-existence, tolerance and elimination of violence and sexual discrimination as institutionalized behavior.

And other Achievements about peace: 
- Peace had a political meaning in Iran's society, as a consequence of an eight-year war. Therefore, talk on peace could have somehow been perceived as a reflection on the country's strategic issues. DCRI's efforts since 1999 for drawing attention to Peace Culture have finally lead to the extrication of the term "peace" from the red list and to its use by all sections of the community. Right now many non-governmental organizations in their programs for children mention peace and benefit from it.  

-  DCRI has attracted the support and cooperation of 30 non-governmental organizations for the development of Peace Culture within the framework of a common program called "The Council for the Development of Peace Culture among Children."

- DCRI has attracted the participation of governmental departments for sustaining Peace Culture programs. As an example, today the Institute for the Intellectual Development of Children and Young People has undertaken the task of removing violence provoking toys in Iran.

- Another precious achievement of these years has been getting the support of families, teachers, instructors and child care-takers for Peace Culture programs. Iranian families are eager and ready to cooperate with and support the development of peace.

- DCRI has created the thought that peace should be learned from childhood, and along these lines has mobilized many governmental departments and non-governmental organizations for the education of this concept to the children.

A list of governmental departments and non-governmental and international organizations with which the institute has been in collaboration:

- Bureau of the Affairs of Foreign Immigrants and Aliens

- Society for Promoting Breastfeeding

- Family Planning Society

- Society for Protecting the Rights of the Child

- Pooya Educational Society

- The Department of Welfare

- The Department of Social Security

- Healthy City Headquarters

- World Population Council

- Children's Book Council of Iran

- Council of Promoting the Culture of Piece

- Tehran Municipality

- Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB)

- United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

- United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

- UNESCO National Commission in Iran

- Children's Cultural Development Center

- Bonyan International Institute

- Roshdiyeh Research Institute

- Mothers of Today Institute

- Literacy Movement

- Ministry of Education

- Ministry of Health and Medical Education

- Ministry of Agriculture

- Ministry of the Interior and respective Governor-General's Offices
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